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In 2001, Press-Register reporter Eddie 
Curran began a series of investigative SPEAK UP1 
stories focusing on the awarding of state u Watercooler 

)) Politics 
contracts, finding evidence of overspending, ,, speed Traps 
apparent sweetheart deals and other )I Education 

irregularities. The stories sparked a joint n Mole Forunis 

state and federal investigation that on June 
29 resulted in guilty convictions against 
former Gov. Don Siegelman and ex- 
HealthSouth Corp. Chairman Richard 
Scrushy. Two defendants, former Siegelman 
Chief of Staff Paul Hamrick and former 
highway director Mack Roberts, were 
acquitted. 

Events and information that became the basis for many of the state's 
charges, including the existence of a secretive lottery fund and a 
substantial donation apparently orchestrated by Scrushy, were first 
reported by Curran. The Investigative Reporters and Editors 
organization and the Alabama Press Association have honored Curran 
for his work. 

Below are links for Curran's 2001 reports and articles from this year, 
broken down by subject matter. Curran may be contacted by e-mail at 
ecurranaprez-reg~stercom and by phone at 1-251-219-5636. 

No-bid incentives: Honda Mercedes, Sherrod Construction: 
)) No-b~d job for Honda costs state $36 mllllon 
)) Mercedes work may open up for blds 
)) W~domJam~governor for b~d~lawloophole 
)) N o m  Hods p m c t  costly 
)) A polnt-by-po~nt look at some Honda contract items 
)) Governor selected bu~ldlng company 
)) S~egelman-backjng a stronger state bid law? 
)) Governoreeksmore money forincentlves 
)) Gr~pes bes~ege Honda budder 
)) S~egelman seeks $97 rnlll~on for ~ndustry lncentlves 
)) Sme w~thholds do~u~ments onMercdes plant p r o m  
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)) No-brd deal Subcontractor drd work for hrred company 
)) Record saysgovernor's b j ~ t h e r  called about H~ndacontract 

The 'Goat Hill' warehouse scandal: 
)) Questrons halt state prqect 
)) Unexplarned brlls lead to rnvestrgatron of construction project 
)) Warehouse contract found, but publrc denred access 
)) P~ryor announces lnvestlg&on ofwarehouse cmstruction_deal 
)) No answer at G H Budders 
)) Two contracts are released 
)) aegeman frres constructron flrm 
)) State may face costs for halted G H deal 
)) Questrons surround warehouse land sale 
)) Contract questrons remaln 
)) Investment experts Warehouse-deal bloated wfih-fees 
)) Sregelman 'extremely d j sa~~orn ted '  ~n frrends rnvolved rn warehouse 
deal 
)) Pryor got boost from Young 
)) S~egelman shakesup_ h~scabrnet  
)) Young lrnked to state deals under scrutrny 
)) G H faces environmental penaltres 
)) Grajdlury h e a ~ t e s t l r n o y  in state case 
)) Warehouse deal b w h t  Bailey a t ten tm 
)) State may krss $410,000 goodbye 
)) lndlctment Vaughan part-owner of property 
)) Man enters gurlty plea rn state warehouse deal 
)) Ware house prolect flaure pleads g ujlty 
)) G H officrals don't respond to lawsuits 
)) Gov Sregelman defends hrs lntegrrty 
)) Br-derick sentenced to a year's probation 
)) Ex-BCA boss Vaughan on t r~al  today 
)) W~ltness says state may strll bulld at srte 
)) Testrmony conflrcts wrth past statements 
)) Vaughan acqu~tted of more serlous charge 
)) Vaughan avo~ds jar1 for h ~ s  role rn warehouse deal 
)) Bank forecloses on property of farled warehouse deal 
)) Sregelman ex-ade IS charged 
)) Offrcrals at the news conference declrned to i d e m a  publbc official 
)) Motorcycle shop manager says attorney general's office examrned 
records of sale 
)) Plea document tells of ~end1nq$100,000 to frrend 

Gov. Siegelman's legal fees, law firm payments: 
)) Sregelman trght-lrpped over money 
)) Sregelman sought, then spurned, fees from USA tobacco lawsurt 
)) Lawyer Sregelman sought pay based on name value 
)) S~egelman target of eth~cs charge 
)) Sregelman Former law firm pard hrm about $800.000 rn severance 
)) S~egelman seeks to 'clarrfy' ethrcs form 
)) Drsclowre could pose problems for Slegelman 
)) Siegelman reports law flrm as largest source of Incorm? 
)) Panel to hear case agalnst governor 
)) Hearrng on Sregelman not yet a certainty 
)) Lawy-ers @-groundwork for case 
)) Sregelman scores rmportant vlctory 
)) Letter says Vines' law firm pard Sregelman $50,000 
)) Washlnqton lawfrrm pardxlegdman fees 

Finding the fat in state computer contracts: 
)) Quallty Resaerch-As contract best deal the state could-get? 
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)) State No federal funds spent In computer deal 
)) Siegelrnan proposes contract reform 
)) ASD's d e m ~ s e A n  m~d_e_look at computer deals in state 
)) Public Safety off~cials were surprised to learn of ASD's termmation 
)) F ~ r m  gets OT despjte protests 
)) " W h o ~ s  Charhe Stephenson7" 
)) Vendors Bidding process one-sided 
)) Contracts yanked off agenda 
)) State gets refund for computer servlces 
)) Firm sues cLmputer contract adviser 
)) State computer blds scrapped agaln 
)) State auditor looking into Group One contract with ADECA 
)) Salesman got $1 4 mrllionfor contra-ct 
)) Review faults ADECA, says Web deslgner performed duties 
)) Feds blast state Web contract 
)) Feds want state refund next week 

New details on state lottery foundation: 
)) Flrmms PAC makes donation to now-dissolved lottery_foundation 
)) Quest~ons unanswered on lottery donatlon 
)) Democrats helped fund the last lottery campaign 
)) Pittpledqes to c la r~ f j  party's lottery-related loan records 
)) Records reveal new mission for foundation 
)) Foundahon records still unavailable 
)) Lawyer Lottery foundation to show financial records 
)) Foundat~onreceived b ~ g  donations 
)) AhDona t ion  never meant for lottery 
)) Memo shows S~egelman sought revlslon of post-lottery foundation 
)) Deductions incorrectly taken 
s Alfa o f f w s  questlonedabout gift to foundation 

The battle for public records: 
)) Governor's staff bars interviews w ~ t h  investigative news reporter 
)) Siegelman lawyer to screen all media document requests 
)) Governor New records policy not tled to Regsgr  reporter 
)) Off ic~alsefend, amend policy 
)) State agrees to produce some records 
)) Other V~ews 
)) EdltoriaLJWhy G o 1  S i e g e l m ~ s h o u l d  scrap hjs records policy 
)) New state policy may target only certain record requests 
)) Paper's rlghts said v~olated 
)) No wrltten pol~cy on records, says aide 
)) Ed~to~dismisses conspiracy claim involving reporter 
)) New Siegelman policy on records 
)) Register receives altered records 
)) State withholds documents on mrcedes  plant project 
)) Rdey r e m e s  Sieqdman r e m s  p o h  

Governor's contingency fund: 
)) Lori Siegelman b~lled travel costs to state, records show 
)) Siegelman defends wlfe's travel bills 
)) State p g d  bill for SiegeJman fam~b 's  trip toVirgin Islands 
)) CorJingea fund ~ecords lack s_upport~n~documenLaLo~ 
)) Siegelman pays state $33,791 
)) Auditor. Purpose of many expend~tures still unexplained 

Other reporting: 
)) Perkins IS said to be one ofGov Siegelman's key p_ohcy advisers 
)) PoMcallygnnected c o _ n s u J a n t ~ u g h t ~ a r d o O u ~ a s t e  taxcut 
)) Governor got high sale price for home 
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)) Questions over water ~nstltute's spendlng 
)) Governor held up pension contracts 
)) Governor's stockbroker nets proflt_s_from state contracts 
n Slegelman alde, personal broker d ~ d  real estate deals 
)) Pane! quer~es-lawyer's b~ l l~ngs 
)) Reg~ster receives altered records 
)) Senators' law flrms reap fees for state bond work 
)) Some say cornmlsslon rullng could lower ethlcs standards In Alabama 
)) Consultant with close pol~tlcal t ~ e s  p a ~ d  $500,00 for tax work 
)) Buyer suggests lawyer arranged sale of governor's house 
)) ADECA grant process talnted, employees clalm In lawsults 
)) Papers show tr~al lawyer pald accountant for Slegelman house 
)) Tr~al to begln In lawsult aga~nst Lanny Young, company 
)) Waste Management lnc says ~t will nvestiqate tax deal 
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